
 

10 September 2018 

Katter calls for more action and less petty party games 

KAP Leader and Federal Member for Kennedy Bob Katter returned to Parliament today with gusto and said 
people are getting seriously fed-up with major parties and “the petty party games which seems to be all 
that Canberra politics is about”.  

Mr Katter voted against the suspension of standing orders, he supported the Government because “once 
again Parliament was spending it’s time on party games”. He also voted against a push to debate and vote 
on a bill to ban live sheep exports.  

Mr Katter said, “I’ve been out there in voterland for the past few weeks at market days and rugby league 
games, and it’s clear to me that people are becoming increasingly more inflamed with anger at politics. 
Instead of doing the work of Government, the work of Government is being sacrificed for the work of party 
politics.” 

Mr Katter has spent a significant portion of time and effort fighting to get dams and weirs. He is urging the 
Government to use North Queensland’s (Nth Qld) vast water resources and not make broken promises.  

Mr Katter said, “This is the third election in a row they have announced major water schemes and it is an 
insult to the intelligence of every North Queenslander if they attempt to tell us again, how they’re going to 
do these ‘wonderful’ water schemes, they have to actually do it. 

“Don’t be blinded by the dark reality and not see the shining light of what might be. We are closer than 
ever now to developing those resources.” 

Mr Katter has named three schemes that would be ready to go – Hughenden (HIPCO), North Johnstone 
Transfer and Charters Towers’ (Big Rocks) Weir.   

“They are ‘shovel ready’ and can commence tomorrow. They told us they’d build dams; they have not been 
built.  

“The Hughenden scheme has been deeply researched and will be the first, serious weapon which will 
conquer the drought in the North Western quarter of Australia, it’ll template 12 other schemes on the 
drawing board.  

“If the North Johnstone Transfer doesn’t go ahead then $3000 million per year worth of irrigation produce 
is seriously at risk. If Nth Qld was a separate country then it would be the wettest country on earth. I doubt 
whether there are 2000 cattle being fattened in irrigation out of Nth Qld’s 4 ½ million, I doubt whether 
there is 2000 on irrigated pasture.  

“The Charters Towers’ (Big Rocks) Weir will immediately put 25 000 head of cattle on irrigation pasture. 
You must remember Nth Qld has a drought at the end of every year.  



 

Mr Katter also voted against a push to debate and vote on a bill to ban the live sheep export trade and 
delivered a passionate speech to Parliament.  

“We need the sheep numbers out there and what you are saying is ‘abolish the sheep industry’ – that’s the 
answer? Abolish the sheep industry because if you are naïve enough to believe that you will take one-tenth 
of the market away and still have a sheep industry then you are obviously toweringly ignorant of 
economics. 

“We’ll have the same disaster in the sheep industry that we had in the cattle industry. If you want to fix it 
up, if you’re in any way genuine you should be calling upon the Government to properly police what is 
going on. And I mean is it very difficult to have two people on a boat when the expense is negligible 
compared to the value of the boat to ensure that the cruelty to animals is not occurring? People that live in 
the bush with animals, love animals. They wouldn’t live in the bush and work with animals if they didn’t.”   

—ENDS— 
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