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Katter throws hat into religious freedom ring over Folau 

KAP leader and Federal Member for Kennedy Bob Katter is currently drafting a resolution for an Inquiry which will reveal 

whether partially government-owned sponsors of Rugby Australia were involved in terminating Israel Folau’s contract 

on the grounds of religious freedom. 

It follows Barnaby Joyce’s move to introduce laws which will ensure employers cannot punish employees for their 

religious beliefs.  

Mr Katter threw his support behind Barnaby Joyce for his announcement that he would push for laws that exempt 

religious beliefs from employment contracts to give legal protection to the employee.  

“Whether one condemns adultery, bullying or alcoholism, we applaud Mr Joyce and call upon other members of 

Parliament to stand up for religious freedoms. 

“I will be putting into the House a resolution that will inquire into whether Qantas, which is still a partially public 

company, was involved in the discussions over Mr Falou’s contract,” Mr Katter said.  

He also said that there should be a Minister appointed who was responsible for protecting the great Australian 

freedoms.  

“Fishing, camping, hunting, shooting, tree houses, flying foxes (the ones that carry humans – the others are protected) – 
we need a Minister appointed to protect these things because the current laws make it very difficult to even have a beer 

with your mates these days.

“People are entitled to their opinion to criticise me for my belief that a human’s life is more valuable than a crocodile’s 

life and to find another similar case of taking away religious freedoms, you’d have to go back to the Communist regimes 

in Spain in the 1930s, China and Russia or medieval Japan,” he said. 

“But whether Qantas was involved or not, if a major government-owned facility (whether partially-owned or not) is 

interfering in a person’s right to express his religious beliefs, it is really quite extraordinary.”  

Mr Katter referred to the same-sex marriage debate, arguing that there were more than 20 amendments to the 

legislation in Parliament to protect religious freedom and that every single one was defeated in Parliament on the 

numbers.  

“So I think those that have religious convictions should take this up with their so-called representatives. 

“In fact, it is hard for me to think of a single case where this has occurred in the public arena. And those responsible for 

punishing a man with his religious convictions should be despised by every decent person who believes in freedom.  

“Christians have been persecuted for millennia for their religious beliefs. Jews have been persecuted for their religious 

beliefs. Sikhs have been persecuted for their religious beliefs. I never thought I’d see the day where people are 

persecuted for their religious beliefs in Australia.”  

Mr Katter said he’d been endeavouring to contact Mr Falou for over a month. 



 

“Clearly, it is not an overstatement to say that this man has been traumatised by the persecution. Whether you agree 

with him or not, it is very rare in this day and age that a person will stand on his moral convictions, when such a thing 

will cost him millions of dollars.  

“And since the Government still has a holding in Qantas, it is not innocent here.”  
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