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North Johnstone Transfer back on the table following  

Nullinga Dam controversy  
Member for Hill Shane Knuth MP said the North Johnstone Transfer project is back on the table after several meetings 

with Minister for Natural Resources Anthony Lynham MP and much controversy over the Nullinga Dam.  

Mr Knuth has once again raised the project in Parliament stating he will continue to support Nullinga Dam but has 

no faith in any level of government considering the project has been on the agenda since the 1950s with bucket 

loads of studies and no commitment to construction.  

“The Nullinga Dam was promised by the former premier Bob Borbridge. Campbell Newman also committed to a 

study, which was followed by another feasibility study ordered by the federal government. 

 

“Then we had a business case study by the present state government and now the Queensland State opposition are 

proposing yet another study. 

 

“The bottom line – 70 years on no holes have been dug, no concrete poured and no extra water,” Mr Knuth said. 

 

“If we are only going to get ‘more feasibility studies’ for Nullinga Dam, it’s time to get something tangible and more 

affordable in the interim – The North Johnstone Transfer Project was designed during the construction of Tinaroo 

Dam in 1958 when engineers recognised the catchment would not be enough to sustain the increase in farming 

activities.  

“Further to this the department acknowledged in a meeting with stakeholders in 1993 that we would need a water 

supplement within 10 years. The North Johnstone Transfer was proposed at an estimated cost of only $10 million – 

that was 26 years ago. 

“The project is simple and designed to transfer water via a pipeline from the upper North Johnstone River into the 

Barron River and then into the well-used Tinaroo Dam. This water would be harvested during flooding. Gates would 

automatically be triggered to close, when water levels in the North Johnstone reach natural environmental flows,” 

Mr Knuth said. 

 

“This scheme is a win-win, as it would help alleviate a lack of water during dry spells for irrigators, plus provide 

recreational users access to Tinaroo all year round. The project would also help minimise flooding to homes in the 

East Innisfail area.  

 

“It is low cost and has low environmental impact, so it should not scare the major parties into finally building 

something,” Mr Knuth said. 
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