
 

28 July 2022 

Religious belief persecution continues as parli’ prayers ban 
proposed 

KENNEDY MP, Bob Katter, has used a media address in Canberra today to slam the continued persecution of 
Christianity, after learning the Senate Chief has proposed to ban morning prayersi.  

An enraged Mr Katter used the opportunity to hold up the Holy Bible and rattle off a plethora of recent 
examples of religious persecution in Australia. He showed solidarity and support to the seven Manly Sea 
Eagles players, who stood down to defend their religious beliefs, praising them for their conviction.  

“This Book for 5,000 years has been the heartland of religious belief, a concept that there is something 
bigger than me, but in sharp contrast, the persecutors believe that there is nothing bigger than themselves 
and their opinions,” Mr Katter said.  

“For 5,000 years the persecution of the people who believe in this Book have been on public record. I will 
not go through the persecutions that go back to the dawn of time.  I’ll just mention one – just one 

“During WWII, six million people were murdered in cold blood, many in gas chambers, for no other reason 
than what they believed.  And remember, the Torah is based on the first five Books of the Hebrew Bible.  

“This continued persecution is well and truly alive today. Just have a look at what’s happened to these seven 
boys from Manly. They have been persecuted for no other reason than they have moral conviction and 
whether you agree with their convictions, or not, is irrelevant.  

“The conviction shown by these seven men is heroic and every decent member of society should admire 
them. Whether you agree with them or you don’t, they have stood up for what they believe in at great 
personal sacrifice and that is truly admirable.   

“This is what the people of self-righteous arrogance have done to them:  they have had their jobs taken off 
them, taken their family security off them, taken their incomes from them, they have put the house they live 
in in great jeopardy, their futures, their aspirations – all in jeopardy.   

“According to news reportsii today, these players have been confined to their houses; they have been locked 
up.  Apparently, they are doing this to protect the players, but do you know what they said to the First 
Australians when they rounded them up in chains and sent them to Palm Island? They said, “we are doing 
this to protect you.” 



 

“To think that this is happening in Australia today is sickening. We Christians have no illusions that we are 
now under persecution.   

“First, they targeted the Hollingsworth and biggest church in Australia. He was torn to pieces. Having finished 
with the biggest church in Australia, they then started on the leader of the second biggest church in 
Australia. Tore him to pieces.   

“Then they turned to the Evangelicals. They started on Israel Falou. They took his whole life away from him 
and destroyed his career because he made a quote from this Book. He was punished for his quotation of this 
Book. Yet for 5,000 years people have based the foundation of entire societies on its teachings. More than 
half the world believes in this Book, or in parts of it.  

“Is it an unreasonable thing to quote from a book that more than half the population is committed to?  In 
Australia it is! 

“And now, we have been told today by some that we cannot say prayers in the Parliament. We can show 
allegiance to some lady in England, but we cannot say prayers.  

“So, to my fellow Christians, Muslims, Sikhs, and people of other religious belief, I say this to you – Please will 
you circulate the names of those who persecute you. We must stop this cold-hearted persecution. They got 
Pell, they got Hollingworth, got Folau, they have got the Manly boys, so when will they start on you?!”  

-ENDS-   

 
i https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/atheist-senate-president-sue-lines-wants-lords-prayer-gone/news-
story/92e2be9d68dfa277b1ad458823727ac7  
ii https://www.skynews.com.au/australia-news/sport/manly-rugby-players-advised-to-stay-home-amid-security-
concerns/video/635a678a10156f2925fe34500fb57210  
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